F.C. The Champions is a comic television series that revolves around the experiences of a poorly performing
football team called F.C. The Champions, with a focus
on some main characters of the team. Most of the scenes take place in the club room, the homes of the main
characters and the property of the neighbor. Most of
the episodes get their humor and story from a misunderstanding. A constant element in the series is the hostile neighbor. He feels bothered by the football team on
several levels and would love to see them leave.

SUCCESS FACTORS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pure entertainment
Reaches all generations
Widely beloved character of football
Timeless themes
Recognizable storyline, everyday situations
Exciting whether the misunderstandings get solved
Recognizable, distinctive characters
(good casting is everything)

The VRT broadcasted F.C. The Champions from 1990 to
2011 (21 seasons or 273 episodes). It’s the longest running and most successful series that the VRT has ever
produced. The VRT still repeats the series each year successfully. 20% of the Flemish viewers miss the program
and no less than 48% think the concept of F.C. The
Champions is unique.
Portugal (SIC) made a remake of 2 seasons (26 episodes): Clube dos Campeões
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PASCALE DEBACKER
Owner of the pub and mother of Bieke. Pascale is middle-aged and isn’t
happy about it. All her life, she has been striving for “class” and respectability, to the point that it’s ridiculous. She tries and tries to make
it in the upper echelons, but the unfortunate truth is that she’s far too
common for that. So, she often fails.
Pascale can be sarcastic at times. She isn’t very intelligent, but she’s
got more common sense than most of the Champions around her (only
Doortje, Bieke, Pol and Maurice are more intelligent than she is). She’s
always had a special relationship with Balthasar Boma, but now she’s
chosen the quiet, intelligent Maurice – who appears to have noble roots.

CHARACTERS

MAURICE
The most recent addition. Maurice is an amiable man. He is
quite cultivated and literally knows everything. He is also
(lesser) nobility and has a castle (which is too dilapidated to
live in, but Pascale has her heart set on it). Maurice seems
imperturbable, but when he’s had enough of something (usually, when Pascale goes overboard with her “fancy business”
again), he suddenly flies off the handle. After that, his rage
disappears immediately, like snow in the hot sun.
Maurice was raised under his mother’s iron fist and fell in love
with Pascale because he makes him think of his mom. He
needs someone to keep him in check: because under his
peaceful exterior beats a wild heart with an extreme tendency
toward alcoholism and gambling addiction.
Maurice can get totally wrapped up in things, maniacally so.
Then he loses track of all reason and acts rather autistic.

BIEKE CRUCKE
Bieke is a young woman who tried to figure out
what she wanted to be for a very long time, but
ultimately found her calling in marketing. She
used to flit from boy to boy, but then she fell
in love with Marc Vertongen. Ultimately, they
get married and have a child together.
Bieke is the Champion with the most common
sense, the one who understands problems and
has to solve them for the others. She really
can’t stand vulgar Boma. She loves Marc very
much, even if she does have trouble at times
with his immature shenanigans and clumsiness.

MARC VERTONGEN
Marc is innocence itself, a child in a grown up’s clothing who
seems to regress into childhood every day. Marc went to medical school for a while, but it wasn’t for him. His true passions
are Bieke, Hello Radio and chocolate milk. He has very few
ambitions, almost never gets angry, and wants to help everyone around him. Unfortunately, this leads to two things: 1)
Marc gets taken advantage of frequently, and 2) Marc’s clumsiness causes lots of things to go wrong. When Marc is
around, the basic laws of physics sometimes seem to evaporate. He lives for Bieke (and their child, Pauline), and even if
he is often a millstone around her neck, his unconditional love
is a great source of pleasure for her. Marc is has also become
pretty much asexual over the years.

BALTHASAR BOMA
Chairman and sponsor of the team, landed property
owner and manufacturer of the worst sausages in
the world. Boma is devoid of all taste – but is completely unaware of it. A dinosaur from the pre#MeToo era, Boma is a big-time skirt-chaser. With
his terrible suits and garish accessories, he divvies
up his free time between the pub, the strip club
Pussycat, and his bedroom, where he is seldom
alone. Despite all of that, he’s always felt a deep

love for Pascale – even if he does always get distracted when a young, beautiful woman shows up.
Boma likes to feel important and often acts as a
benefactor. Sometimes, his goals clash with those
of The Champions, and he temporarily becomes
their opponent. But he is so stupid that he always
gets the short end of the stick. And after he treats
everyone to a round at the pub, everything is forgiven and forgotten.

CARMEN WATERSLAEGERS
Carmen Waterslaeghers is a phenomenon... Loud, vulgar, passionate and stupid are the key words that describe her. She
works as Boma’s cleaning lady. Carmen is a huge gossip, who’s
always on the lookout for juicy news and who often creates
confusion and misunderstandings by (accidentally) spreading
misinformation.
Although Xavier is far from perfect, she loves him very much.
Her other major passion is her dog, Nero, who has clearly taken
the place of a child in Carmen’s life. Carmen also sees herself
as a gifted psychologist and spends a great deal of time reading
up on it – through tests in ladies’ magazines. She refuses to accept any criticism whatsoever, and she always sees herself as
the voice of reason, truth and good taste. She is wrong on every
count.
Because of her blunt criticism and vehemence, Carmen often
clashes with the other Champions. Pascale, especially, often has
trouble with her insults. Carmen herself doesn’t understand why
everyone is so sensitive. She’s only telling the truth, isn’t she?

XAVIER WATERSLAEGHERS
Xavier has been a sergeant all his life, because in the (Belgian)
Army, he has job security and doesn’t have to do much, if he
plays his cards right. Xavier is a fun-loving guy, whose motto
is: better lazy than tired. He plays soccer for the fun of it AND
for the drinks. Xavier can’t live without beer, and he would do
anything just to get his hands on one glass of beer. He is a
terrible goalie, but sometimes he keeps up the appearance
that he used to be a great athlete. Xavier is really no match
for his wife, Carmen. Only seldom does he dare cross her. Although he loves her, he has a hard time with her fiery nature:
for Xavier, beds are meant for sleeping in.
He loves having a good time and likes to pull pranks. He never
means for his jokes to hurt anyone. Due to his limited intelligence, he doesn’t always get the expected result. Trainer Pol
is his best friend, but Xavier is loved by all of the Champions.

FERNAND
Fernand is a two-faced antiques salesman and
The Champions’ neighbor. He’s always out to
make money and can fool anyone into believing
the wildest lies. He is also very lazy and always
tries to take advantage of Marc.
He has no shame whatsoever and is willing to
play on his “victims’” emotions to achieve his
goal. He often talks about his made-up “seven
deathly ill children...” His plans seem to work
out at first, but because he can’t keep his greed
under control, he always fails in the end. First,
he is Pol and Doortje’s landlord. Then, he’s Marc
and Bieke’s landlord (they live in an apartment
above his showroom).
Fernand’s weakness is Carmen. He is hopelessly
in love with her. He always tries to convince her
to leave Xavier. But Carmen finds him incredibly
repulsive.

POL DE TREMMERIE

DOORTJE VAN HOECK
Doortje is somewhat prudish and rather frumpy. She is of good
character and is a perfect mother. She also always gives good
advice. Doortje has a son, Billie, with her first husband. During
his teen years, she had a difficult relationship with him. She is
now with Pol Detremmerie and is determined to marry him. But
even though he’s popped the question a couple of times, nothing has ever come of it.
Doortje always used to work for The Champions’ hostile neighbor (DDT, BTW, Fernand), but now she is Boma’s secretary.
Doortje is interested in soft, New Age topics, like yoga, meditation, and health food. But she’s really much too narrow
minded to actually adopt an alternative lifestyle

Formerly a striker, Pol is now the team’s trainer. Pol
is an active man, very athletic, an active in the green
movement, as well. He spent a couple of years in
Ouagadougou as part of his civilian service, and he
has very good memories of that time. Now, Pol is a
teacher.
Pol is the most intelligent Champion, someone who
isn’t easily taken for a ride and who usually knows
what’s going on. As the trainer, sometimes he has to
be strict with his best friends; he largely considers
training to be another type of teaching and dares to
use teachers’ tricks to achieve order and discipline.
Pol frequently clashes with Boma, whom he doesn’t
really respect.
Pol is totally obsessed with soccer and dares to lie
and cheat with the best of them to get his hands on
tickets to an important match. Normally, he’s honest
and sticks to his principles, but he’ll bend the rules
for soccer. He loves Doortje, but soccer comes first
with him. And he doesn’t always buy into her more
esoteric lifestyle.

MERCHANDISING
After the series, there were three movies, and
a fourth (still with all the original actors) is on
his way: the release in the Belgian cinemas is
planned for the end of 2019. Since 1997, a series of comic strips has been released. Besides
that, we’re still each year launching several
other brand extensions of F.C. The Champions.

